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torn and muddy, but I would not go home — not I, I was going to hear Parepa and Wachtel!
The gentleman simply would not leave us; he gave me his arm to Miss Dietz's house, and I needed its aid, for each moment proved I was worse hurt than I had at first thought. There, however, when with my heartiest thanks we parted from our good Samaritan, the Dietz family, with dismayed faces, received us. They were kindness personified. I was sponged and arnicaed and plastered and sewed and brushed, and at last my ankle's hurt being acknowledged, it was tightly bound. The new white gloves safely came forth, and " Dietzie and Morrie " (our nicknames for each other) set forth, with brother Frank and mother in attendance-, and arrived at the crowded Academy just as the curtain rose. We went quite wild with delight over the old moss-draped " II Trovatore." I broke my only handsome fan — applauding. Suddenly " Dietzie " saw me whiten — saw me close my eyes. She thought it was the pain of my ankle, but it was a sudden memory of Cora and the mad-scene. As the whirlwind of applause roared about me, I sickened with a mortal terror of the ordeal awaiting me. I hope I may always thrust Satan behind me with the wholehearted force I used in thrusting " L'Article 47 " behind me on that occasion. I returned to " II Trovatore." I enjoyed each liquid jewel of a note, helped to raise the roof, afterward declined supper, hastened home, romped my dog, and put her to bed. Got into a dressing-gown, locked myself in my room, and had it out with Cora, from A to Z. Tried this walk and that crouch; read this way and that way. Found the exact moment when her mind began to cloud, to waver, to recover, to break finally and irretrievably. Determined positively just where I should be at certain times; allowed a margin for the impulse or inspiration of the moment, and at last, with the character crystal-clear before me, I ended my work and my vigil.
After turning out the gas I went to the window and looked at the sky. The stars had gone in; low down in